
 
 
 

STANDARD INTERPRETATION GUIDELINE 2021 - 38  
 

CUSTOMS CONCESSION CODES 218, 219A for BONA FIDE PASSENGERS 

 and 218A for APPROVED CREWS FINALLY DISEMBARKING IN FIJI 

This Standard Interpretation Guideline (‘SIG’) sets out Fiji Revenue and Customs Service’s (“FRCS”) 

policy and operational practice in relation to the Customs Concessions Codes 218, 219A and 

Code 218A granted to Bona Fide Passengers (passenger) and Approved Crews disembarking 

in Fiji.   

It is issued with the authority of the Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) of FRCS, who is also the 

Comptroller of Customs and Excise(Comptroller). 

All legislative references in this SIG are to the Customs Tariff Act (“CTA”) 1986 (unless otherwise 

stated).   

This SIG is in effect from 17 July 2021 and may need to be reviewed in the event of any relevant 
legislative amendments. 
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 Purpose 

1. The purpose of this SIG is to provide clarity and FRCS position on the application of the provisions under 

Concession Codes 218, 218A and 219A.  

2. The SIG relates to the list of goods and persons that can qualify for duty concession under Code 218, 218A 

and 219A of Part 3, Schedule 2, of the Customs Tariff Act 1986. 

3. While the legislative provisions are set out in the Customs Tariff, the travellers and crew need to be very 

clear in terms of the administration and the application of the law.  

4. This SIG therefore, sets out the CEO’s official position on the application of Customs Concession Code 218, 

218A and 219A. 

Introduction 

5. Duty Free allowances make up an essential part of a passenger’s experience as they get to enjoy luxury 

items that become more affordable with the exemption of local taxes.  The concession code 218 is 

accorded to genuine (bona fide) travellers who wish to purchase from duty-free outlets.  

6. Concession code 218A is a quarterly duty free allowance of the approved crew member of the 

international commercial scheduled flight.  

7. Concession Code 219A is duty free allowance for unaccompanied baggage (except liquor, cigarettes) for a 

bona fide passenger finally disembarking in Fiji. 

8. Bona fide passengers are genuine travellers that have arrived into the country from another country.   

9. This SIG will also serve as a checklist to the applicants to self-assess their eligibility. 

10. Furthermore, it will ensure that there is a uniformed approach by FRCS officers on the processing of 

passengers under this provision.   

Legislative Provision       

11. Extract from CTA 1986 on concession code 218,218A and 219A: 

Code Owner Goods Eligible Fiscal 
Import 

Excise 
Vat Conditions Authority 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 

218 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A bona fide 

passenger 

finally 

disembarking 

in Fiji. 

 

 

 

 

 

(i) Cigarettes not exceeding 200 

sticks; or 

(ii) Cigars, not exceeding 200g net 

weight; or 

(iii) Tobacco, not exceeding 200g net 

weight; or 

(iv) Any combination of the goods in 

paragraph (i) to (iii) above, 

provided the total net weight 

does not exceed 200g; and  

(v) Spirituous liquors, not exceeding 

2.25 litres; or 

(vi) Wine, not exceeding 4.5 litres; or 

(vii) Beer, not exceeding 4.5 litres; or 

Free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(a) That the goods are not for 
sale: and  

(b) That the goods are 
accompanied, at the time of 
final disembarking by the 
passenger: or, the goods are 
purchased immediately after 
final disembarkation in Fiji by 
the passenger: 

(c) That in the case of goods 
specified in paragraph (i) to 
(viii) of column (3) the age of 
the passenger shall not be 
less than eighteen years.  

(d) That the provision specified 
under paragraph (xi) is only 
for the Holder or Gold Card 

Certificate 

not 

required 
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219A  A bona fide 
passenger 
finally 
disembarking 
in Fiji  

Unaccompanied luggage  

(except liquor, cigarettes)  

Free  Free  Free (a) That the value of such goods 
does not exceed F$2,000; 
(b) That any excess over F$2,000 
is to be paid by the 
passenger at the time of 
clearance of the unaccompanied 
luggage; 
(c) That the goods are addressed 
specifically to the passenger at 
the time of their arrival into Fiji 
and are for their personal use; 
(d) Not intended for gifts and 
sale; 
(e) Not imported into Fiji 3 
months after the final 
disembarkation of the passenger. 

The 

passenger  

GOVERNING CONDITIONS 

12. The goods eligible for this concession are specified in column (3). 

13. All conditions specified in column (7) and any other conditions that may be specified by the CEO are to be 

fulfilled. 

14. The concession is for the bona fide passengers; approved crew members’ personal use and not for gifts or 

sale. 

15. For the purpose of this SIG “goods for personal use” means goods not for sale or commercial use  

 

 

 

 

 

 

218A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crew 

allowance for 

international 

commercial 

scheduled 

flight   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(viii) Any combination of the goods in 

paragraph (v) to (vii) above, 

provided that the combination 

does not exceed the equivalent 

quantity under any one 

paragraph; 

(ix) Other dutiable goods, not 

exceeding $2000.00 in value; and 

(x) Deleted-Act 27/96 

 

 

 

(i) Cigarettes, not exceeding 200 

sticks;  

(ii) Cigars, not exceeding 200g net 

weight;  

(iii) Tobacco, not exceeding 200g net 

weight;  

(iv) Any combination of the goods in 

paragraph (i) to (iii) above, 

provided the total net weight does 

not exceed 200g;  

(v) Spirituous liquors, not exceeding 

2.25 litres;  

(vi) Wine, not exceeding 4.5litres;  

(vii) Beer, not exceeding 4.5 litres;  

(viii) Any combination of the goods 

in paragraphs (v) to (vii) above, 

provided that the combination 

does not exceed the equivalent 

quantity under any one paragraph;  

(ix) Other dutiable goods, not 

exceeding F$2,000 in value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 

issued by the Fiji Revenue 
and Customs Service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(a) That the allowance is for an 

approved crew member of 

the international 

commercial scheduled flight; 

(b) That the allowance is 

claimed on the agreed 

quarterly basis; 

(c) That the allowance is 

properly documented for 

reference purposes; 

(d) That the allowance is for the 

crew members’ personal use 

and not for gifts or re-sale; 

(e) That the disposal or use of 

the goods for purposes 

other than that for which 

this concession is granted be 

subject to section 17 of the 

Customs Tariff Act 1986. 
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16. That any excess over F$2,000 is to be paid by the passenger/ approved crew at the time of clearance. 

17. The Environment and Climate Adaptation Levy (ECAL) is exempted on travelling passenger’s accompanied 

and unaccompanied luggage. 

The quarterly Crew allowance is exempted from ECAL. 

18. If restricted imports are found in the baggage, the passenger/crew is required to arrange for valid permits 

prior to release.  

19. Prohibited Imports shall be detained/seized and corrective measures shall be taken as per the Customs 

Prohibited Imports & Exports Regulations. 

20. The disposal or use of the goods for purposes other than that for which this concession is granted be 

subject to section 17 of the Customs Tariff Act 1986.  

Under Section 17, goods are liable for duty at any time within five years from the date of importation if 

the goods under concession are disposed of or used for any purpose other than that for which the 

concession is granted. 

21. When any of the conditions are not fulfilled after the goods are cleared from the Customs Control, the 

CEO may disallow the concession and collect any tax or duty foregone with the appropriate penalties.  

QUALIFYING CRITERIA AND CONDITIONS 

Concession Code 218 

22. Concession code 218 is specifically for bona fide passengers finally disembarking in Fiji.  

23.  For Concession code 218, only passengers over the age of 18 years qualify for the specified quantity of 
liquor, cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, wine, spirit and beer (refer column (3) (i) to (viii). 
 

24. E-cigarettes contain nicotine derived from tobacco, they are now subject to government regulation as 
tobacco products, E-cigarette –an atomizer, a power source such as a battery with cartridge/e liquid with 
the tobacco content of 200 g will be allowed per passenger over the age of 18 years.  

25. The goods shall be declared upon arrival through Fiji Passenger Arrival Cards by passengers, 

26. Goods eligible for this concession includes specified quantity of liquor, cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, wine, 
spirits and beer (refer to column (3)) and other dutiable goods not exceeding $2000 carried by the 
passenger.  

27. Passengers should declare if they are carrying liquor, cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, wine, spirits and beer 
exceeding the required quantity and other dutiable goods exceeding $2000 shall be liable to pay duty on 
the excess items. 

 
Concession Code 219A 

28. Concession code 219A is for unaccompanied luggage for a returning bona fide passenger. 

29. Liquor, cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, wine, spirit and beer (refer column (3) (i) to (viii)does not qualify for 

concession code 219A, unaccompanied luggage. 
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30. That any excess over F$2,000 is to be duty paid by the passenger at the time of clearance of the 

unaccompanied luggage. 

31. That the goods are addressed specifically to the passenger at the time of their arrival into Fiji and not 

imported into Fiji 3 months after the final disembarkation of the passenger. 

 
Concession Code 218A 

32. Concession Code 218A is for approved crew member, rostered on the international commercial scheduled 
flight. The approved crews qualify for this concession on quarterly basis. Crew allowance must be claimed in 
full only four times in a year. 

33. The goods shall be declared upon arrival through Crew Declarations by approved crews. 

34. Goods eligible for this concession includes specified quantity of liquor, cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, wine, 
spirits and beer (refer to column (3)) and other dutiable goods not exceeding $2000 carried by the 
approved crew.  

35. Crews should declare if they are carrying liquor, cigarettes, tobacco, cigars, wine, spirits and beer 
exceeding the required quantity and other dutiable goods exceeding $2000 shall be liable to pay duty on 
the excess items 

36. For declared goods in excess of allowance, the goods will only be released to the crew when the proper 
duty has been paid. 

 

For Concession codes 218, 218A and 219A the following examples are for declared goods in excess of 

allowance: 

 

Example 1:  

Passenger Y returned from country X. Upon clearance at the baggage hall he had declared goods in 

excess of allowance. He had with him, chocolates, shaving gear, hair trimmer, a mobile phone, shoes and 

clothing. He was willing to pay for the duty for the excess. 

 

Proper Officer: assessed on the value in excess of $2000. The value was converted to Fijian Dollars and 

the duty was assessed on excess of his allowance. Passenger Y paid duty and the goods were cleared. 

The mobile phone was detained by the officer for import permit from Telecommunication Authority of 

Fiji(TAF). Upon obtaining the Import Permit from TAF, the passenger returned to FRCS office and got 

clearance for his mobile phone. 

 

Example 2:       

Passenger L had unaccompanied luggage upon his return from his holiday in Country S. His baggage 
arrived through airfreight. These were the goods: 

1. Electric generator set - $1000; 

2. Used clothes/shoes (50kg) - $200; 

3. Domestic electrical appliances (TV; microwave) - $500; 

4. Electrical tools - $500 

       Total consignment value = $2200 

 

The proper officer examined and accessed the goods. The duty on the excess value of $200 was 

apportioned as per value of each items follows: 
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$200 will be apportioned as per the value of each item as follows; 
$1000/$2200 X $200 =VFD $91 (90.90) – electrical generator set; 
$200/$2200 X $200 = VFD $18 (18.20) – used clothes/shoes; 
$500/$2200 X $200 = VFD $45 (45.45) – domestic electrical appliances; 
$500/$2200 X $200 = VFD $45 (45.45) – electrical tools 

 
Therefore, duty will be payable on all 4 items using the apportioned value of each item at the rates 
applicable for each item. 

 

37. The goods may be detained by the Proper Officer if the excess duty is not paid by the travelling passenger/ 
approved crew.  

38. If the excess goods are not declared, the goods are liable for seizure/forfeiture. 

39. It is serious offence to make a false declaration. Penalties for false declaration are provided for under the 
Customs Laws and action shall be taken on these travellers/crews making a false declaration under code 
218/218A. 

40. If the duty is not paid by the passenger/crew within the agreed time frame (after the issuance of the 
detention notice), the goods will be sold by FRCS through Tender Process.to recover the duty liability. 
Tender Notices is published on a monthly basis. 

 
41. Additional Note  

Firearms - The importation of firearms, including air guns, air pistols, ammunition and explosives is 

prohibited except under Licence issued by the Commissioner of Police. 

 

Animals and Plants - The importation of live animals or birds, animal product, plants, plant material, fruit 

or seed is prohibited except with the written permission of the Director of Agriculture. 

 

Illicit and Narcotic Drug - The importation of illicit drugs and narcotic drugs is prohibited except under 

licence issued by the Secretary of Health.  

 

Drones – Restricted to the issuing of license/permits from CAAF.  

 

Mobile Phones/Telecommunication Equipment – Restricted to the issuing of license/permit by 

Telecommunication Authority of Fiji. 

All restricted under the Customs Prohibited Imports and Exports Regulations 1986 imported will only be 
released under the approval and the issuing of proper and valid import license or permits from the relevant 
government agency.  

 
 

42. For any other clarifications you may contact the FRCS TIPU team on tipu.techs@frcs.org.fj 
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