
STANDARD INTERPRETATION GUIDELINE - 02 

Section 17 of Customs Tariff Act 1986 

This Standard Interpretation Guideline (‘SIG’) sets out Fiji Revenue and Customs Service’s 
(“FRCS”) policy and operational practice in relation to Section 17 of the Customs Tariff 
Act(CTA), the disposal or use of goods for other purpose other than the purpose of Customs 
Concessions granted. 

It is issued with the authority of the Comptroller of Customs and Excise (the Comptroller), 
who is also the Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) of FRCS. 

All legislative references in this SIG are to the Customs Tariff Act 1986 (unless otherwise 
stated). 

This SIG may need to be reviewed in the event of any relevant legislative amendments. 
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 Purpose 

 
1. The purpose of this Standard Interpretation Guideline (SIG) is to provide guidance to the 

concessionaire and the community on the disposal of goods under Section 17 of Customs 

Tariff Act, cleared under concessionary rate of duty. 

2. This SIG therefore, sets out the Comptroller’s official position on the legislative 
provisions set out in the CTA, the industry needs to be very clear in terms of the 
administration and the application of the law. 

 
Introduction 

 
3. Under Section 17 of the CTA, goods are liable for duty at any time within five years from 

the date of importation, if the goods under concession are disposed of or used for any 
purpose other than that for which the concession is granted. 

4. The purpose of this SIG is to provide clarity and certainty on the application of Section 17 
of the CTA.  
 

5. Furthermore, it will ensure that there is a uniformed approach by FRCS officers to the 
processing of applications under this provision. 

 
Legislative Analysis 

 
6. The concession goods shall only become liable to duty if at any time within the 5 years of 

the date of importation or delivery from warehouse under duty concession, the imported 

goods have been: 

a) disposed of, or 

b) used for any other purpose other than that for the purpose concession from duty was 

granted for those goods 
 

example:  

Goods imported for personal use by private individuals under duty concession code 212, cannot be 

used for any other purpose than that for the purpose of concession i.e. for personal use. If disposed 

of within 5 years of the date of importation, goods shall be liable for duty.  

If there is a trend of similar goods imported on regular basis, an officer may carry out further 
investigation for compliance purposes. 
 
Comptroller’s position:  

Any person who knowingly acquires, uses or otherwise deals with these concession goods under for 

any other purpose for which concession was granted, within 5 years of the date of the importation, 

is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding $25,000 or to imprisonment for a term not 

exceeding 10 years, or both and the goods the subject matter of the offence are liable to forfeiture 

 

 

7. For the purpose of this SIG, “Disposed of” would mean imported goods “sold or put to 

some other use, other than the purpose the concession was granted, within 5 years from 

the date of importation”. ¹ 
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8. A concessionaire shall write to the Comptroller, not less than 14 days before the date of 

disposal, or of the date of the goods being put to other use, to enable duty to be levied. 

 

 

9. A concessionaire may apply to the Comptroller to allow the goods under duty concession to 

be transferred to another concessionaire. 
 

Example 

Machinery imported under concession code 244, to Companies or entities granted approval under 

New Short Life Investment Scheme, cannot be: 

a) disposed of, or 

b) used for any other purpose other than that for the purpose concession from duty was granted for 

those goods  

 

Can the company dispose the machinery within 5 years from the date of importation? 

 

Comptrollers position: 

a) Duty shall be payable, calculated on pro rata, for the remaining years of the 5-year term 

b) The company may apply to the Comptroller to allow for the concession to be transferred to 

another concessionaire. 

 

10.  Any person who knowingly acquires, uses or otherwise deals with these concession goods 

under for any other purpose for which concession was granted, within 5 years of the date of 

the importation, is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding $25,000 or to 

imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, or both and the goods the subject matter 

of the offence are liable to forfeiture. 

 
11. For any other clarifications you may contact the FRCS TIPU team on tipu.techs@frcs.org.fj 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tipu.techs@frcs.org.fj


4 | P a g e  
   

A world class revenue service delivering excellence in revenue collection, border protection, trade and travel facilitation 

 

Appendix Legislation 
 
Section 17 
Disposal or use of goods for a purpose other than that for which freedom from duty was granted or refund 
or remission of duty made 
(1) Where imported goods chargeable under Schedule 2 with duty— 

(a) have been imported into Fiji or delivered from a warehouse free of duty or at 
a reduced rate of duty or where any remission or refund of any duty payable on 
any goods have been made under the provisions of Part III of this Act or of any 
other customs law; and 

(b) are, at any time within five years from the date of importation or delivery 
from a warehouse, disposed of or used for any purpose other than that for which 
such freedom from duty or reduction of duty was granted or such refund or remission was made, 
such goods shall thereupon become liable to duty at the rate and upon the 
value subsisting at the date of such disposal, or of the goods being put to such 
other use, as determined by the Comptroller. 

 (2) A person to whom section (1) applies shall pay the duty on such goods and shall, not less than 14 days 
before the date of such disposal, or of the date of the goods being put to such other use, make a 
report to the Comptroller in such manner as the Comptroller may require to enable duty to be levied. 

(3) A person who fails to report in accordance with the provisions of subsection (2) or who fails to pay 
such debt within 14 days of being so requested by the Comptroller in writing, is guilty of an offence 
and is liable to a fine not exceeding $25,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, or 
both and the goods the subject matter of the offence are liable to forfeiture. 

(4) Any other person who knowingly acquires, uses or otherwise deals with goods in respect of which 
freedom from duty or reduction of duty was granted, for any purpose other than that for which such 
freedom from duty or reduction of duty was granted,   within 5 years of the date of the importation of 
such goods is guilty of an offence and is liable to a fine not exceeding $25,000 or to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding 10 years, or both and the goods the subject matter of the offence are liable to 
forfeiture. 

(5) A concession granted in accordance with this Act may be transferred with the approval of the 
Comptroller from one concession holder to another concession holder. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


