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STANDARD INTERPRETATION GUIDELINE 2020-48 
 

Customs (Prohibited Imports and Exports) Regulations 1986-Importation of Used Tyres  
 
This Standard Interpretation Guideline (‘SIG’) sets out Fiji Revenue and Customs Service’s (“FRCS”) policy and 
operational practice in relation to the ban on importation of used tyres under Schedule 2, Item 20 of Customs 
(Prohibited Imports and Exports) Regulation 1986(CPIER). 
 
It is issued with the authority of the Comptroller of Customs and Excise (hereinafter referred to as 
“Comptroller”), who is also the Chief Executive Officer of FRCS (CEO). 

 
All legislative references in this SIG are to the CPIER (unless otherwise stated). 
 
This SIG is in effect from 18 July 2020 and may need to be reviewed in the event of any relevant legislative 
amendments. 
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PURPOSE 
 

1. The purpose of this SIG is to provide clarity and certainty on the application of the provisions under Item 
20, Schedule 2, of the CPIER. The pre-requisites to qualify to import goods specified are discussed.  

 
2. It will ensure that there is a uniformed approach adopted by FRCS officers in processing of applications 

under this provision. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

   
3. The importation of used tyres is prohibited unless the conditions, restrictions or requirements specified 

are complied with. 

4. For the purpose of this SIG, "prohibited goods" and "restricted goods" mean respectively any goods the 
importation or exportation of which is prohibited or restricted by or under the provisions of CPIER or 
any other Act. - Customs Act 1986 Section 2 (1) 
 

According to World Customs Organization, Glossary of International Customs Terms:   
Prohibition of Goods - Goods whose importation or exportation is prohibited by law 
Restriction of Goods - A legal requirement by law for the submission and approval of an application or 

other document (other than for Customs purposes) as a prior condition to 
importation or exportation.  

 
5. Schedule 2 of CPIER states, “Goods the importation of which is prohibited except pursuant to a licence 

and in accordance with the conditions specified in that licence issued by the Comptroller for the 
importation of tyre casing.  The importer must be an approved manufacturer of retreaded tyre. 
An approved manufacturer or producer is a person/company who is approved under the Customs Act 
to make approved goods. 
 

6. Tyre casing - The layer beneath the tyre-tread is the casing. Essentially, tyre casings are the foundation 

upon which the tread sits. The tyre casing is the body of the tyre and includes components such as the 

Bead, Sidewall, Body Ply and Inner liner. Basically everything except the Tread and Belt System.         

Re-treaded tyre manufacturers use used tyres as a raw material for scrapping leftover tread and use 

the casing for re-treading. 
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LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 
 

7. Item 20 of Schedule 2 of CPIER states “Tyre casing imported by approved manufacturers who are 
engaged in the manufacturing of retread tyres under tariff items – 4012.11.00, 4012.12.00, 4012.13.00, 
4012.19.00, 4012.20.00, 4012.90.00, 8708.70.90”. 

 
8. The tariff heading (4012) are for Retreaded or used pneumatic tyres of rubber; solid or cushion tyres, 

tyre treads and tyre. The items are restricted imports. 
 
9. The tariff heading (8708) are for parts and accessories of Tractors, Motor vehicles for the transport of 

ten or more persons, Motor vehicles for the transport of goods, Special purpose motor vehicles. Wheels 
fitted with used tyres under sub-heading 8708.70 are restricted imports. 

  
10. Following the 2020-2021 National Budget announcement the following Item has been added to 

Schedule 2. 
 

Item No. Description of Goods Conditions, Restrictions or Requirements 

20 

Used tyres 

4012.11.00;4012.12.00; 4012.13.00; 

4012.19.00;4012.20.00; 4012.90.00; 

8708.70.90 

The importer must obtain the approval of the Comptroller for the 

importation of tyre casing.  The importer must be an existing 

approved manufacturer of retreaded tyre. 

 

11. Prior to announcement of 2020-2021 National Budget importation of Item 20 was administered as Item 

7 under Schedule 3 (Importation of Goods for which a Licence from the Minister Is required). 
 

12. Following the National Budget (2020-2021) announcement the Comptroller will now be administering 

the importation of Item 20. 
 

13. The approval must be obtained by the approved manufacturer of retread tyres from the Comptroller 

prior to the importation of tyre casings.   

 

14. An approved manufacturer or producer is a person/company who is approved under the Customs Act 

to make approved goods. The approval is granted by the Comptroller. 

 
Qualifying Conditions and Criteria 

 
15. Spare tyres are no longer a standard equipment on many newer-model cars, for those car models that 

have provisions for spare tyre, only one used tyre per importation of a used vehicle will be allowed.  

 

16. The used tyre as spare tyre, has to be within the used vehicle imported. More than 1 used tyre in a 

vehicle will not be allowable  

 

Example 1: 

There is a shipment of 5 vehicles consigned to an importer of used vehicles. Upon arrival, one vehicle 

has 5 used tyres as spares. 

 

Comptrollers position: Only one tyre per vehicle is allowed for only those vehicles that has provisions for 

spare tyres. The other four tyres would be seized as prohibited import under Item 20, Schedule 2 of CPIER. 
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Only one used tyre per vehicle would be allowed provided that the used spare tyre is loaded within the 

used vehicle imported. The used vehicle must have manufactures specification provisions for a spare 

tyre. More than one spare used tyre loaded in one vehicle would not be allowed (even though the used 

tyres may be for the other used vehicle imported). The seizure would be the used tyre is imported, with 

or without rims. 

 

Example 2: 
For used vehicles imported that do not have manufacturers specification.  
Some used vehicles with 15inch Tyres are fitted with 16 inch Tyres because the wheel drum has 
provisions for upgrade in Tyre Size and also Width.  
So if the used vehicles are fitted with 15inch Tyres and spare tyre is not of the same specifications. 
Comptrollers position: The spare tyre would be seized as prohibited import under Item 20, Schedule 2 of 

CPIER. The seizure would be the used tyre as imported, with or without rims. 

 
Example 3: 

There is a shipment of 30 used cars in March, 2020. In June 2020, there is a container with 30 used tyres. 

The importer states that the used tyres are for the 30 used vehicle imported in March. The supplier 

confirms this. 

 

Comptrollers position: The split shipment for used tyres imported would be deemed prohibited import 

under Schedule 2 item 20. The seizure would be the used tyre is imported, with or without rims. 
 

Only one used tyre per used vehicle that has provisions as manufactures specification would be allowed 

if fitted within the vehicle spare tyre provision. 

The used spare tyre should be accompanying the used vehicle. 
 

17. All prohibited and any restricted goods which are dealt with contrary to any condition regulating their 

importation, exportation or carriage coastwise shall be liable to forfeiture and may be seized or 

detained. Customs Act 1986, section 129 2 (b) 

18. Custody of seized goods - Section159 of Customs Act 1986. All seized goods are liable to forfeiture under 
the Customs Act and shall be delivered into the custody of the Comptroller, and after they have been 
condemned by a competent court shall be forfeited to the Government and may be sold or otherwise 
disposed of by the Comptroller.  

 

19. For any other clarifications you may contact the FRCS TIPU team on tiputechs@frcs.org.fj 
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