
 

  

 

 

 

DUTY CONCESSION TO BENEFIT FIJIANS AFFECTED BY TROPICAL 

CYCLONE HAROLD  

 

To assist Fijians affected by Tropical Cyclone Harold, the Fijian Government has announced 

duty concession on the importation of disaster relief goods/items by those affected or donated 

to those residing in the areas declared as “Natural Disaster” by the Government. 

 

On 12 April 2020, the following areas have been declared as “Natural Disaster” under the 

Natural Disaster Management Act 1998 for a period of 30 days. 

 

1) Eastern Division- Kadavu and Southern Lau Group 

2) Central Division- Tailevu North, Korovou, Nausori, Nakasi, Beqa and Yanuca 

3) Western Division- District of Nadarivatu, Vatulele, the Mamanuca Group, the Yasawa 

Group, coastal communities in the Coral Coast and along the Sigatoka river in the 

Nadroga/Navosa province. 

 

Benefit to Fijians 

Duty concession on importation of disaster relief goods/items have been given so that Fijians 

can rebuild and restart their lives following destruction caused by TC Harold. With this 

announcements Fijians living in the cyclone affected areas: 

-Can import immediate relief goods/items without paying any duty charges; and 

-Families and friends residing overseas can send relief items directly to their relatives in Fiji, 

affected by TC Harold and it will be exempt from Customs duties and VAT.  

 

Some of items that will not attract any duties are clothes, beddings, food items, relief supplies, 

household goods, rebuilding materials etc. Items that will not qualify for duty concession 

includes jewelry, vehicles and prohibited or restricted items. 

 

Goods donated for relief purposes 

All goods which are donated to religious and charitable organizations to assist people affected 

by TC Harold are VAT and duty free provided that these goods are addressed to the Prime 

Minister's Hurricane Relief and Rehabilitation Fund and approved by the National Disaster 

and Management Office (NDMO). 

 

Donating relief items to communities/individuals 

Those people who are living abroad and would like to donate goods and items to the cyclone 

and flood stricken individuals and communities can send their consignment directly to 

NDMO, which will coordinate and distribute the items on their behalf. 
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Individuals in the cyclone affected areas importing items from overseas 

All relief items that are imported by individuals living in the areas declared as "Natural Disaster 

" are exempt from Fiscal Duty, Import Excise and VAT provided that the proof or evidence of 

damage and cyclone impact is produced at the time of clearance of the goods such as Police or 

District Officer’s confirmation. will assist in expediting this clearance. Furthermore, the Fiji 

Revenue and Customs Service (FRCS) will also work with NDMO and the Fiji National 

Provident Fund (FNPF) to verify persons requiring assistance under the identified areas 

affected by the cyclone and flood.  

 

FRCS also wishes to emphasize that the goods/ items should not be a prohibited import and 

those items which are not deemed as disaster relief will be cleared under the normal customs 

clearance procedures and appropriate duty rates and VAT will be applicable.  

 

Prohibited Imports into Fiji  

Goods classified as prohibited import are written off vehicles, counterfeit or imitation coins or 

bank notes, dangerous or illicit drugs, any seed or any portion of the Indian hemp and coca 

leaf, chemical gases and devices and apparatus designed for use with that gas, daggers, electric 

shock sticks, flick knives, gravity knifes, swordsticks and taser public defender, pornographic 

materials and movies etc. The importation of plants and plant products and food and food 

products requires clearance from the Biosecurity Authority of Fiji (BAF). The importation of 

refrigerators/freezers will require an import permit from the Department of Energy. 

 

Requirements to clear goods 

At the time of clearance of the goods, the Tax Identification Number (TIN) and a valid ID 

confirming the residential address must be produced by the individual who has imported these 

items. For ease of clearance, individuals should also ensure that correct declarations of these 

items are made to Customs Officers at the time of clearance.  

Goods consigned to religious and charitable organizations and to NDMO will require the 

services of a licensed Customs Agent for formal clearance. 

The concession is available until 11th May 2020 and is only applicable to Fijians who have 

been genuinely affected by the TC Harold. 

 

For more information please email us on info@frcs.org.fj  
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