
Tax Talk- FRCS targets organized crime 

The Fiji Revenue & Customs Service (FRCS) has further stepped up its investigations into 

organized crimes such as vehicle smuggling as latest findings have revealed an organized crime 

network operating across borders with indications for money laundering as well. 

FRCS is concerned about transnational crime as investigation indicate that importers are 

becoming bolder and willing to go to any extent to beat the system and evade authorities. 

Recently, FRCS seized machine used for stamping numbers on chassis. The following “modus 

operandi” are used by vehicle smugglers:  

- chassis are smuggled into Fiji 

- the smugglers then use an old Fiji registered write off vehicle chassis number and 

stamp it over the smuggled chassis number 

- the vehicle is then taken and registered with the Land Transport Authority (LTA) to 

make it appear as a vehicle registered in Fiji 

The overseas law enforcement counterparts of FRCS have confirmed that some of the vehicles 

smuggled into the country are statutory write off vehicles. There are vehicles that have yet to be 

registered with LTA but being used on Fiji roads. 

One of the common practices involves smuggling of chassis and spare parts from overseas, 

which are then assembled into a vehicle and used. 

Vigilance of FRCS officers have on several occasions led to the discovery that documents 

provided by importers for clearance purposes have been tempered with. Request of documents 

from overseas counterparts have proven that certain aspects of the documents have been 

altered by importers. 

We have also intercepted containers with chassis imported from write off vehicles. The 

circumstances here clearly show an organized crime network operating across borders and 

strongly indicates possibility for money laundering as well. 

We are now working with Customs Counterparts in New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, Hong 

Kong, China and India to provide a level playing field business environment for everyone to 

benefit and prosper.  

Smuggling- a concern to FRCS 

Smuggling including vehicle smuggling is a loss to the Fijian economy because it is not regulated 
and is outside of Government tax net. The evasion of tax and duties on smuggled goods 
inevitably means loss of tax revenue for the Government – which eventually reduces Fiji’s ability 
to develop and progress as a country. 



Smuggling also hurts domestic industry. While legitimate businesses pay a series of taxes on the 
goods they produce, smuggling bypasses these taxes which slowly destroys the local economy. 

When smuggling overtakes a functioning economy, it creates instability. This then discourages 
business and investments from investing. Smuggling also promotes crime. 

Fijian Governments assistance to taxpayers 

The Fijian Government offers a range of tax and customs incentives to encourage investment 
for growth and prosperity of all Fijians. Some of these incentives includes low Income Tax and 
Value Added Tax (VAT) rate, $30,000 tax threshold, customs concessions and various other 
incentives for all Fijians and businesses to benefit from. 

Taxes bring in numerous benefits to Fiji including fostering economic growth and development 
and funding social programs and public investments such as providing good health care, 
education, infrastructure and other services that are important for all Fijians. 

However, some unscrupulous and selfish people continue to evade law and are involved in non-
compliance and criminal activities. 

Assist FRCS to curb illegal activities 

FRCS has a Whistleblower Policy which encourages public to disclose matters of serious crime 

or offences to us. The Fijian public has been very supportive and we are grateful for their 

assistance and support rendered for the information and intelligence and we encourage the 

public to continue informing FRCS on any suspicious activities which involves evasion or breach 

of tax and customs laws. 

Members of the public are encouraged to report any customs or tax evasions by emailing to the 

Chief Executive Officer on ceo@frcs.org.fj  or a letter addressed to the Chief Executive Officer, 

Fiji Revenue and Customs Service, Private Mail Bag, Suva or you can also report it in person at 

the Fiji Revenue and Customs Services complex, building 3 level 4, Nasese, Suva. 

For more information please email us on info@frcs.org.fj or visit our website www.frcs.org.fj  
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