
Tax Talk- Seizures by Customs 
 

With rising complexities in the International Trade, Customs Administration are faced with 

different challengers of simplifying trade processing procedures and reducing unnecessary delays 

in order to promote cross border trade. Customs Administration also have an important role at the 

border in reducing the level of non-compliance in order to increase revenue base, protect national 

interest and ensure supply chain security.  

Fiji Revenue and Customs Service’s (FRCS) manage various ports of entry’s that are the entrance 

and exit points for travelers, goods and craft entering or departing our country. Controlling border 

gates and port of entries are vital in order to ensure that Traders, Travelers and Taxpayers comply 

with Customs Act, Customs Tariff Act, Customs Prohibited Import and Export Regulation and 

disrupt non-compliers who wish to escape the law, processes and procedures to either gain 

personally or commercially.  

 

Smuggling of high dutiable goods, such as alcohol and tobacco remains a major concern for 

Customs administrations around the world. Other areas of concern are commercial fraud activities 

such as undervaluation, misclassification, miss-use of origin, preferential tariff treatments, and 

drawback fraud and amongst others. 

The effective enforcement in controlling the movement of goods across our borders, FRCS 

strategies its operation through a “Cargo Selectivity Profile” based on the pattern and risk of 

activities ranging from combating commercial fraud, counterfeiting of trade documents, 

smuggling of cigarettes, illicit drugs, precursors, money laundering, smuggling of arms, ozone 

depleting substances, toxic waste, and trafficking other prohibited and restricted goods in the 

supply chain. 

The cargo selectivity is a risk based management approach to target commodities and traders most 

likely to be non-compliant and directing resources to the identified risk. This process provides 

different treatments at differing levels of intensity based on specific risk indicators, allowing low 

and no risk shipments to be released without any intervention, but ensuring that high risk shipments 

are handle in a manner that is most likely to achieve the target results.  

Cargo selectivity is made with plethora of risk indicators which is evaluated during the risk 

manager’s assessment and configured in the automated declaration processing system that has the 

capability to select shipments based on the specific criteria or rule and direct those shipments for 

a various levels of treatment. 

The FRCS Border Force has diversified role with various aspects of risk analysis and solutions. 

The use of newly advance technology such as Non-Intrusive Inspection (NII) Devices for 

containerized goods inspection, the use of pallet scanners has become an instrumental tools for 

border compliance.  Together with this the team is also equipped with narcotic testing kits such as 

“first defender” and  “Ion Scan”  which  are capable of detecting any elements of drugs presence 

on the passenger luggage, parcels and express consignments.  



FRCS is also engrained with the Detector Dog Unit wherein these detector dogs are very effective 

and capable of detecting illicit drugs, narcotics and precursors, undeclared currencies including 

fire arms and ammunitions. The dogs are well trained to conduct the search both at the borders and 

also utilized during raids and search of premises for the person of interest. 

In the recent months, our Border Maritime operations have effectively targeted the illegal 

movement of goods that resulted detentions and seizures of the goods being smuggled from the 

wharf without being formally cleared and approved from the customs control. This was detected 

during the surveillance of the wharf operation when a container truck loaded with various fishing 

tackles were detected to conveyed from the fishing vessel to the owner’s premises. 

The identified goods are as follows;  

 1x Life Raft 

 12x40 Litre Blue Drum 

 3x Yellow Box Fishing Line and Hooks 

 6x Fishing Hatch Cover 

 20piece 6x2 Flat Wood 

 13x Piece Old Rod 

 4x Marine Safety Equipment Supplier 

 

 

Seizure of Fishing Vessel 

 

On another occasion the maritime team conducted a targeted rummage and search on the foreign 

fishing vessel and were managed to detect undeclared liquor’s and cigarettes amounting to a duty 

payment of $1258.65 and was also compounded under the provision of Section 137 of the Customs 



Act with a penalty of $5000.00. The company has paid the penalty and now wish to surrender the 

goods to the state. 

 

Seizure of merchandise Container  

Another interception was made through the joint inspection by the FRCS Maritime team and 

Inspection on the importation of undeclared merchandise and prohibited “single use plastic bags”. 

This container was screen through the NII and which was further assessed for physical inspection.  

The container was under control delivery and inspection was conducted at owner’s premises. 

During the inspection various cartons of undeclared merchandise, goods subject to biosecurity 

measures and 15,278 units of single use plastic bags were identified. 

 

These goods have been seized for further prohibited import and the case is now under investigation 

process for non-compliant to the customs law. The increase detection and interception is an 

outcome of continuous monitoring and profiling of high risk suspicious importation, new trends 

and import pattern and level of non-compliance behaviors by the dishonest traders. 
 

 

 

Collaboration with other agencies 

It is worth noting that FRCS is not working in isolation but have objectively strategies is operations 

arms to work along with partner government agencies to share information and intelligence for the 

benefit of the border security, strengthening of cargo selectivity risk management, facilitating 

voluntary compliance and more importantly segmentation of trader shipments with value and 

volume to comprehend and build roadmap for the modern approach of voluntary compliance. 

FRCS will not compromise the risk of state security and revenue to any trader, commodity and 

customers in such instances. 

Revenue leakages  
Revenue leakage and illicit financial flows is also vulnerable with cross border trade that also 

causes major impacts to the revenue collection, community and individuals. Smuggling of goods, 

understatement of customs declaration, falsifying bill of ladings, double invoicing and miss-

invoicing encourages organized commercial fraud and deprives the Government of the much 

anticipated revenue.  



 

Revenue and Customs is equally concern with the health and environmental complication of such 

smuggled goods brought to our shores. The unidentified ingredients and harmful compounds 

manufactured in smuggled cigarette or smuggled alcohol or alcohol is a fact that threatens the 

health of users.  

 

FRCS will continue to outreach its stakeholders and capacity building including partner agencies 

to encourage and support the imports, exporters and others in the trading community to comply 

with their legal requirements and responsibilities. Our collaborative approach to the customers will 

engrain and create opportunity to our customers to understand those requirements and 

responsibilities. All stakeholder information will continue to be conveyed through our seminars, 

informational public notices and websites. 

 

For more information please contact us on info@frcs.org.fj  
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