
 
 

 

 

STANDARD INTERPRETATION GUIDELINE 2019-17 

EXCISE ACT 1986 – REMISSION, REFUND AND DRAWBACK OF EXCISE DUTY 
(INCLUDING BUDGET AMENDMENTS 2019/2020) 

This Standard Interpretation Guideline (“SIG”) sets out Fiji Revenue and Customs Services’ (“FRCS”) 
policy and operational practice in relation to remission, rebate or refund of excise duty under Excise 
Act 1986. 

It is issued with the authority of the Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) of FRCS who is also the Comptroller 
of excise duty under Excise Act 1986. 

Legislative reference in this SIG is the Excise Act 1986, unless otherwise stated. 

This SIG is in effect from 1st August 2019 and may need to be reviewed in the event of any relevant 
legislative amendments.  
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PURPOSE 

1. The purpose of this SIG is to provide guidance on CEO’s interpretation on the key provisions 
of the Excise Act 1986 to ensure consistency in dealing with requests relating to rebate, 
remission and drawback of excise duty.  
 

2. The SIG also explains amendments made to Excise Act in National Budget 2019-2020.1 

INTRODUCTION 

3. Excise duty is an indirect form of taxation applied to a narrow base of goods which usually are 
‘luxury’ or ‘consumer based’ in nature. 
 

4. Excise duty is classified by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) as being those taxes which are:  
 

levied on particular products, or on a limited range of products…imposed at any 
stage of production or distribution and are usually assessed by reference to the 
weight or strength or quantity of the product, but sometimes by reference to the 
value.2 
 

5. Excise duty is a duty on manufacture of goods that becomes payable when goods are removed 
for local consumption. 
 

6. It is levied in addition to VAT. It differs from VAT (Value Added Tax) to the extent that it is 
imposed on volume of goods (per unit basis) as opposed to value of goods (ad valorem basis) 
under VAT. 
 

7. The Excise Act 1986 administers the levy and imposition of excise duty on specified goods 
manufactured in Fiji, referred to as excisable goods. 
 

8. ‘Excisable goods’ are goods that are liable to excise duty and ‘excise duty’ means the duty 
leviable under the Excise Act 1986. 
 

                                                           
1 Excise (Budget Amendment) 2019 – Act 13 of 2019 
 
2 OECD 2004, Classification of taxes and interpretative guide, paragraph 61, classification sub-heading 5121. 
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9. The ‘owner’ of excisable goods is liable to pay excise duty under the Act3. Under certain 
provisions of the Act, the owner of excisable goods may seek to apply for refund, remission or 
drawback of excise duties.  
 

10. The application for refund, remission or drawback may be allowed if conditions for approval 
prescribed under the Act are satisfied. 
 

11. A liability to pay excise duty arises in one of the several ways below - 
 

a. domestic manufacture or production of goods which are subject to excise;  
b. receipt of excisable goods by a bonded entity when the excise liability has been 

transferred to that bonded entity; 
c. returns of goods from the market place for which the entity has paid excise or is liable 

to pay excise but for which that excise liability can be refunded or remitted and the 
goods are placed back into a bonded status; or 

d. claim of incorrect assessment of measure, volume, weight, or value of goods. 
 

12. Once an excise liability has been created, the owner of goods must discharge the liability by 
paying excise duty when removing the goods from excise control. Under certain 
circumstances, the owner may be relieved from discharging the liability, as explained below. 

Remission of excise duty  

13. Remission comes from the Latin word “remissionnes” which means “relaxation”. Remission 
of duty occurs when a duty is required to be paid as per statutory provisions, but the duty is 
waived off.  
 

14. For instance, a situation where excisable goods are destroyed in a factory due to floods before 
clearance of the same. Even though excise duty is leviable on these goods, the owner of the 
goods may apply to the Comptroller4 for remission of duties. 

Refund or rebate of excise duty 

15. Refund or rebate of duty occurs when excise duty has been paid on goods but the goods do 
not get delivered into the domestic market of Fiji for consumption. In such cases, the owner 
of goods may apply to the Comptroller for refund or rebate. 
 

16. For instance, a situation where excisable goods were released from the warehouse for 
consumption in Fiji but after release it was found that the goods failed to meet industry 
standards applicable in respect thereof. If the goods were returned back to the warehouse 
thereby not resulting in consumption of goods in Fiji, the owner of goods may apply for refund 
of duty paid on those goods. 

Drawback of excise duty  

17. The Minister has powers to prescribe goods on which drawback may be granted. Drawback of 
excise duty is usually granted when excisable goods are imported or manufactured in Fiji but 

                                                           
3 Section 26 of Excise Act 1986 
4 "Comptroller" means the Comptroller of Customs & Excise appointed under the Customs Act 1986. 
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subsequently those goods are exported. An owner of goods may apply to the Comptroller for 
drawback of excise duty payable on such goods. 
 

18. For instance, if locally manufactured candles (excisable goods) are used in manufacture of 
colorful, designer candles to be exported, the owner of goods may apply for drawback of 
excise duty payable on such locally manufactured candles. 
 

19. From the above scenarios it can be seen that even though excise duty is paid at the time of 
manufacture of goods, there are legitimate circumstances under which refund, remission or 
drawback of excise duty may be allowed.  
 

20. The basic principle followed is that excise duty is levied at the time of manufacture of goods 
payable at the time of clearance of goods from excise control. If those goods are not released 
in the domestic market for consumption, there will be no excise payable.  

When excise duty becomes due 

21. The timeline for applying for remission, refund or drawback is usually linked to the date when 
excise duty becomes due.  
 

22. This is the trigger point or the taxing point at which the excise duty must be paid. Determining 
the taxing point is important as the taxing point confirms the following factors –  
 

a. the rate of excise in force for calculation of duty  
b. the accounting period in which the excise duty liability must be reported  
c. the due date for reporting the liability  
d. the due date for excise duty payment 
e. the due date to apply for discharge of excise liability  

 
23. Excise duty becomes due when excisable goods are removed or delivered from excise factory 

or excise warehouse for consumption in Fiji5.  
 

24. Thus even though excise duty is a ‘manufacture tax’, the liability to pay the duty arises when 
those manufactured goods are removed from excise factory or excise warehouse. 
 

25. If excisable goods are deposited (not manufactured) in an excise factory or warehouse, excise 
duty shall be payable upon delivery of the goods from that factory or warehouse for 
consumption in Fiji. It includes depositing imported goods in excise control.6 
 

26. Excise duty is imposed on imported goods when the imported goods are similar or like the 
domestically manufactured excisable goods on which excise duty is payable. 
 

27. If excisable goods are made inside the factory or warehouse, duty shall be payable when the 
final goods are delivered from excise control for consumption in Fiji or when those goods are 
used within excise control.  

                                                           
5 Section 26  
6 Section 27 
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28. Diagram illustrating levy, payment and exception relating to excise duty: 
 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS 

29. Provision on remission, refund and drawback under the Excise Act 1986, are explained as 
below-   

Remission of excise duty payable on goods exported or shipped as stores (section 29) 

30. Remission (waiver) of excise duty shall be allowed under this section when goods are shipped 
as stores, to be consumed outside Fiji, on an aircraft or ship going to a place outside Fiji or 
when the goods are exported. 
  

31. Delivery of excisable goods as stores on domestic airlines or ship, resulting in consumption of 
goods within Fiji, shall not be eligible for waiver of duty. 
 

32. For the purposes of this section, after removing goods from excise control it must be loaded 
as stores in the airline or ship within 7 days7. This is to address the risk of goods being 
consumed in Fiji if it remains outside of excise control and unloaded for an unreasonably long 
period of time. 
 

33. To avail remission under this section, the owner of goods must apply to the Comptroller who 
may impose any further conditions before granting the waiver. 
 
 
 

                                                           
7 Or more if approved by proper officer 

When excise duty is imposed?  

It is imposed when goods are 
manufactured.

When excise duty becomes payable? 

Duty becomes payable when goods are 
cleared from excise control.

Is there any exception to payment of 
excise duty? 

Yes, when goods do not get delivered in 
the domestic market of Fiji for 

consumption

What can  an owner do when goods are 
not delivered in domestic market for 

consumption?

The owner can apply for remission 
(waiver), refund or drawback of duty, as 
applicable, when goods are not delivered 

in domestic market for consumption.
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Minister may remit or refund excise duty in certain cases (Section 30) 
 

34. This section allows remission and refund of excise duty. As discussed above remission refers 
to a situation when the owner has not paid the duty but seeks waiver, and refund refers to a 
situation when the owner, after payment of excise duties, applies for refund of the amount 
paid.  
 

35. To avail refund or remission under this section, the owner of goods must first make an 
application to the Comptroller justifying the reasons for seeking refund or remission. If the 
Comptroller is satisfied of the reasons cited, the Comptroller may give its recommendation to 
the Minister8.  
 

36. Further to the recommendation, the Minister may allow for refund or remission under this 
section, upon being satisfied that – 
 
- the use of goods will benefit Fiji; or 
- imposing excise duty will result in serious hardships 
 

37. When approving, the Minister may specify certain conditions to be fulfilled by the owner in 
respect of the approval. The approval may involve refund or remission of the duty partly or 
wholly. 

Refunds (General) – (Section 31 & 31A) 

38. Refunds may be allowed when excise duty or fee or other related charges has been levied/paid 
inadvertently or erroneously. 
 

39. In order to approve the refund, the Comptroller must be satisfied that refund claim was 
correct. 
 

40. The claim for refund must be made within one year from the date of payment of duty.  
 

41. A claim for refund may be rejected if the person applying for claim fails to file returns or to 
provide requested documents or information.9 
 

42. Paragraph 39 and 40 shall not apply to a mission, international organisation or international 
body that is exempt from any excise duty, fee or other charge in accordance with any written 
law of Fiji.10 
 

43. FRCS must pay refund of overpaid excise duty, fee or other charge to a person’s bank account 
maintained in a commercial trading bank.11 Pursuant to this amendment, a person can 
maintain bank account in Fiji or overseas. 
 

                                                           
8 Minister of Economy 
9 Excise (Budget Amendment) Act 2019, No. 13 of 2019  
10 Excise (Budget Amendment) Act 2019, No. 13 of 2019  
11 Section 31A of the Excise Act  
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44. When making refund of overpaid excise duty or fee etc., the Comptroller must first apply the 
amount of refund against any excise duty, fee etc. due by the person to the Comptroller and 
must refund the balance amount.12 

Remission (Section 32) 

45. A claim of remission (waiver) of excise duty shall be allowed under this section in the following 
two circumstances –  
- When the goods under excise control get lost, damaged, or destroyed due to natural 

causes or unavoidable accident13; OR 
 

- When the goods under excise control are destroyed under supervision of Comptroller 
and with the prior permission of the Comptroller. 

 
46. These two circumstances are independent of each other. The first situation is when the goods 

lose their marketability for reasons beyond the control of the owner of goods where goods 
are damaged, destroyed or lost due to a natural cause or as the result of an unavoidable 
accident.  
 

47. It is important to note here that when goods are stolen, the owner cannot take recourse 
under section 31 to claim remission of duties as ensuring safety of goods (in other words 
preventing stealing of goods) is the duty of the owner and therefore an avoidable event. 
 

48. The second situation is when the goods are destroyed for any reason (not restricted to 
natural cause or unavoidable accident), remission of duty may be allowed. However, such 
destruction must take place under the supervision and prior approval of the Comptroller.  
 

49. The main aspect requiring consideration under this section in order to allow remission, is 
that the goods must have reached a state where it is unfit for human consumption or use, 
thus becoming non-marketable, for reasons beyond the control of the owner of goods. 
 

50. The claim for remission must be made within 1 year from the date when the excise duty 
becomes due. 

Remission, rebate or refund after removal from excise control (Section 33) 

51. This section generally prohibits remission, rebate or refund in respect of excisable goods once 
the goods have been removed from excise control. 
 

52. It however provides for an exception by clarifying that remission, rebate or refund of excise 
duties may be allowed in respect of certain goods when the owner of goods submits a written 
application to FRCS before or at the time of removing the goods from excise control. All facts 
in relation to those goods must be specified in the application. 
 

53. The goods in respect of which remission, rebate or refund may be claimed under this section 
are -  

i. damaged or deteriorated goods, or 

                                                           
12 Section 31B of Excise (Budget Amendment) Act 2019 - Act No.13 of 2019 
13 Excise control means -  
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ii. goods with claim of incorrect weight, measure, value or volume  
 

54. FRCS office must be satisfied that the written application is received by the Comptroller 
before or at the time of removal of goods from excise control.  

Minister may prescribe granting of drawback (Section 34) 
 

55. The Minister has general powers to specify goods in respect of which drawback may be 
granted. Drawback may be granted partly or wholly on the excisable goods. 
 

56. The drawback may be subject to certain conditions specified by the Minister from time to 
time. 

Power to allow drawback on export of locally manufactured goods (Section 35) 

57. Under this section, drawback of excise duty may be allowed if locally manufactured goods 
are exported.  
 

58. If excisable goods are used in the manufacture of goods to be exported, drawback may be 
allowed in respect of such goods. 

 
59. The Comptroller has powers to specify conditions under which the drawback may be allowed. 

From the above it can be seen that there are various circumstances under which remission and refund 
of excise duty may be allowed. Certain provisions relating to remission and refund of duties are inter 
linked, mandating further explanation. 

Remission, refund or rebate of duty in respect of damaged or deteriorated goods or goods on which 
excise duty claim is incorrect – Section 32(1)(b) and 33  

60. Pursuant to section 33 of the Act, remission of duty cannot be allowed in respect of damaged 
or deteriorated goods or goods in respect of which excise duty claim is incorrect, after those 
goods have been removed from excise control. 
 

61. Common meaning of the word ‘damage’ denotes physical damage to the goods, making the 
goods unfit for the purpose for which they were produced. 
 

62. Similarly, the word ‘deterioration’ denotes reduction in the quality of goods, therefore 
becoming unfit for human consumption or use. 
 

63. An incorrect excise duty claim in respect of excisable goods occurs when the weight, 
measure, volume or value of excisable goods determined by the proper officer in charge, is 
claimed as incorrect by the owner of those goods. 
 

64. Remission of excise duty shall be allowed only if written notice is given by the owner of the 
goods either at or before the time of removal of goods from excise control. 
 

65. Thus, notice regarding the damage or deterioration of goods must be made at or before 
removal of goods from excise control. 
 



Page 9 of 17 
 

66. Section 33 is a restrictive provision, that intends to address remission or refund of duty after 
goods are removed from excise control. 
 

67. It is to ensure that non-saleable goods that are unfit for consumption or use are not put out 
for sale after being cleared from excise control 
 

68. Under most circumstances, damaged or deteriorated goods may be required to be destroyed 
before approving the refund or remission, either because it is a requirement of FRCS or for 
any other reason. 
 

69. Requirements relating to destruction of damaged or deteriorated goods are covered under 
section 32(1)(b) of the Act. 
 

70. Under 32(1)(b) of the Act, remission of duty shall be allowed upon satisfaction of the 
following conditions -  
 
- the goods were destroyed with the prior permission of the Comptroller; 
- the goods were destroyed under the supervision of the Comptroller; and 
- the destruction takes place while the goods were under excise control  

 
71. Excise duty shall be remitted in respect of goods destroyed, only if claim of remission is 

presented to the Comptroller within 1 year from the date the excise duty would have been 
payable.14 
 

72. For the sake of clarity, it is stated that section 32(1)(b) applies to destruction of all kinds of 
excisable goods, not limited to damaged or deteriorated goods or goods with incorrect excise 
duty claim. 

Remission of excise duty when goods are lost, damaged or deteriorated due to natural causes – Section 
32(1)(a) 

73. Section 32 of the Act gives powers to the Comptroller to remit (waive) excise duty if the 
Comptroller is satisfied that the goods were by natural causes or unavoidable accident – lost, 
damaged or destroyed while they were under excise control [section 32(1)(a)].  
 

74. Natural causes and unavoidable accidents are situations beyond the control of owner of goods 
resulting in damage, destruction or loss of goods.  
 

75. If, as a result of a natural cause or unavoidable accident, the goods are lost, damaged or 
destroyed, and do not get delivered in Fiji’s domestic market, the owner of goods may request 
for remission of duty. 
 

76. The Comptroller has a discretionary power to consider remitting (waiving off) of excise duty 
payable on such damaged, deteriorated or lost goods. 
 

                                                           
14 Section 32(2) of Excise Act. 
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77. Excise duty shall not be remitted unless the claim for remission is presented to the 
Comptroller within 1 year from the date the excise duty would have been payable.15 
 

78. The Comptroller has the powers to demand complete destruction of goods under section 
32(1)(b) before approving the remission.  

Refund, claim or remission of excise duty upon expiry of goods in excise warehouse – Section 18A16 

79. Under certain situations, the excisable goods stored in a warehouse may expire thus becoming 
unsuitable for use or consumption. 
 

80. Expiry of goods is different from damage or deterioration of goods by natural causes [Section 
32(1)(a)], as in the case of expiry, the owner of goods is usually aware or made aware that the 
goods may become unfit for consumption or use, upon crossing its shelf life.  
 

81. Vide Excise (Budget Amendment) Act 2019, the Excise Act was amended to introduce 
provisions on expiry of goods deposited in an excise warehouse by inserting section 18A. 
 

82. Accordingly, when the Comptroller issues a licence under section 17 of the Act or permits 
deposit of excisable goods in a warehouse, the Comptroller must –  
 

a. ascertain the expiry of those goods, and 
b. determine the date by which the payment of excise duty, fee etc. must be made. 

 
83. The expiry date ascertained by the Comptroller is usually the expiry date of the goods itself. 

 
84. As per the new provisions, at the time when goods are being deposited in the warehouse, the 

Comptroller must determine the due date by which those goods must be cleared from the 
warehouse and payment of excise duty must be made. 
 

85. It is the responsibility of the owner of excisable goods to ensure that goods are cleared from 
the warehouse before expiry. The warehouse keeper who is in charge of the warehouse, must 
in accordance with the timeline specified by the Comptroller, issue a notice to the owner of 
goods to clear the goods from the warehouse and to make the payment. 
 

86. It is recommended that the owner initiates all the required measures to export the goods or 
release the goods in the domestic market before the goods reaches its expiry date. 
 

87. If the owner of goods fails to clear the goods or to make payment of excise duties as per the 
timeline specified, the goods may be destroyed or disposed of as per the directions of 
Comptroller. 
 

88. When goods expire inside the warehouse without payment of excise duty, and the owner of 
goods wishes to destroy the goods, the owner is required to make payment of excise duty on 
those goods. No refund, claim or remission of duty shall be allowed on such goods. 
 

                                                           
15 Section 32(2) of Excise Act. 
16 Excise (Budget Amendment) Act 2019 – Act No. 13 of 2019 
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89. The warehouse keeper when notifying the owner to clear the goods and to make payments, 
must also inform the consequences of not doing so which may result in destruction or 
disposition of goods as decided by the Comptroller. 
 

90. Any application for remission, claim or refund, in respect of expired goods destroyed or 
disposed under this section will not be considered under Part 617 of the Act. 
 

91. A person who commits an offence by not clearing and making payment of goods within the 
time specified by the Comptroller, is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $25,000 or to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, or both. 

Diagram 

92. The diagram shows classification of refund, remission and drawback of excise duty-

  
 

93. For further information and clarification in regard to this SIG, please email us at 
tipu@frcs.org.fj 
 
 
 

  

                                                           
17 Part 6 of Excise Act 1986 – Levying of Excise Duties 

•Refund approved by Minister (Section 30)
•Refunds - General (Section 31)

Refund of Excise Duty

•Remission of excise duty payable on goods exported or shipped as stores 
(section 29)

•Remission approved by Minister (Section 30)
•Remission (section 32)

Remission of Excise Duty

•Minister may grant drawback (Section 34)
• Drawback on locally manufactured goods (Section 35)

Drawback of Excise Duty
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Appendix One 

73 

 

ACT NO. 13 OF 2019 

 
 

I assent. 
 

J. K. KONROTE 
President 

[24 June 2019] 

AN ACT 
TO AMEND THE EXCISE ACT 1986 

ENACTED by the Parliament of the Republic of Fiji— 

Short title and commencement 

1.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Excise (Budget Amendment) Act 2019. 

(2) This Act comes into force on 1 August 2019. 

(3) In this Act, the Excise Act 1986 is referred to as the “Principal Act”. 

Section 18A inserted 

2. The Principal Act is amended after section 18 by inserting the following new 
section— 

“Expiry of goods deposited in an excise warehouse 

18A.—(1) The Comptroller must, in issuing a licence under section 17 or 
permitting the deposit of excisable goods in an excise factory, excise warehouse or 
export warehouse or such other places as may be specifically authorised by the 
Comptroller, ascertain the expiry of those goods and determine the date by which 
payment of any excise duty, fee or other charge for those goods must be made. 
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74 Excise (Budget Amendment)—13 of 2019 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), the Comptroller may require a warehouse 
keeper to, within a time specified by the Comptroller, ensure that the excisable 
goods are cleared before the expiration of those goods and notify the owners of 
the goods to make payment for those goods within a time specified by the 
Comptroller. 

(3) Where a person fails to clear and make payment for goods  in  an  excise 
factory, excise warehouse or export warehouse or such other places as may be 
specifically authorised by the Comptroller within the time specified under 
subsection (2), the goods may, with the prior written permission of the 
Comptroller, be destroyed or disposed of in such manner as the Comptroller 
may direct. 

(4) Any goods which have been destroyed or disposed of in accordance with 
subsection (3) must not be considered for the purposes of assessing a refund, 
claim or remission under Part 6. 

(5) A person is guilty of an offence if the person fails to clear and make payment 
for the goods in an excise factory, excise warehouse or export warehouse or such 
other places as may be specifically authorised by the Comptroller within the 
time specified under subsection (2) and is liable on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding $25,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, or 
both.”. 

Section 31 amended 

3. Section 31 of the Principal Act is amended by— 

(a) after subsection (2), inserting the following new subsection— 

“(2A) Subsections (2) and (4) do not apply to a mission, international 
organisation or international body that is exempt from any excise duty, fee or 
other charge in accordance with any written law.”; and 

(b) after subsection (3), inserting the following new subsection— 

“(4) A claim for a refund under this Act is not admissible if the person making the 
claim has failed to— 

(a) file returns in accordance with section 28 or provide any document or 
information required under this Act; or 

(b) make the claim within one year of the payment unless the refund is attributable 
to an error made by the Service.”. 

Section 31A amended 

4. Section 31A of the Principal Act is amended after subsection (2) by inserting the 
following new subsection— 

“(3) The Comptroller must only pay a refund of overpaid excise duty, fee or 
other charge to a person under this Act to the person’s bank account held at a 
commercial trading bank.”. 
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Excise (Budget Amendment)—13 of 2019 75 

Section 31B inserted 

5. The Principal Act is amended after section 31A by inserting the following new 
section— 

 

  “Excise refunds may be set off against excise duty, fee or other charge 
payable 

 
31B. If the Comptroller is required to pay a refund of overpaid excise duty, 

fee or other charge to a person under this Act, the Comptroller must— 

(a) first apply the amount of the refund against any excise duty, fee or 
other charge owing by the person under this Act and then refund the 
balance; and 

(b) notify the person, or the person’s agent or representative, of the 
decision in paragraph (a) in writing.”. 

 

Passed by the Parliament of the Republic of Fiji this 21st day of June 2019. 
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Excise Duty 1986  

Remission of excise duty payable on goods exported or shipped as stores  
 
29.-(1) Subject to subsection (2), on application by the owner of excisable goods to the 
Comptroller, and subject to any conditions he may impose, excise duty is not payable on 
those goods if they are-  
(a) shipped as stores for consumption outside Fiji on an aircraft or ship proceeding to a place 
outside Fiji; or  
(b) exported by the owner of those goods.  
(2) Goods shall not be deemed to have been shipped as stores or exported unless they are 
shipped as stores or exported in accordance with the customs laws within 7 days, or such 
further period as the proper officer, by written notice, allows, of the date of delivery of those 
goods from an excise factory or an excise warehouse.  
 
Minister may remit or refund excise duty in certain cases  
 
30.-(1) The Minister may, after receiving a recommendation to do so from the Comptroller 
and subject to such conditions as the Minister considers necessary, remit or refund the whole 
or part of any excise duty payable or paid by a person in respect of excisable goods if the 
Minister is satisfied that-  
(a) the goods were or are being used for a purpose that will benefit the country;  
(b) the supply of those goods from an excise factory or an excise warehouse is or was of an 
exceptional nature;  
(c) the imposition of excise duty would involve serious hardship.  
(2) A person is guilty of an offence if he or she fails to comply with a condition imposed on 
him or her under subsection (1) and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $25,000 or 
to an imprisonment for a term not exceeding 10 years, or both. 
 
Refunds-general  
 
31.-(1) Where-  
(a) any excise duty, fee or other charge has been levied and paid and repayment of that excise 
duty, fee or other charge, or any portion of it is claimed on the ground that it was levied or 
paid through inadvertence or from any other error; and  
(b) the Comptroller is satisfied that the claim is correct,  
the excess excise duty, fee or charge shall be refunded and any sum to be so refunded is a 
charge on the Consolidated Fund.  
(2) A repayment referred to in subsection (1) shall not be made by the Comptroller where the 
claim in respect of the refund is made more than 1 year after the date of the payment.  
(2A) Subsections (2) and (4) do not apply to a mission, international organisation or 
international body that is exempt from any excise duty, fee or other charge in accordance 
with any written law.”; and 
(3) If a refund is erroneously made under subsection (1) the Comptroller may, within 1 year 
of the date of the refund, demand repayment of that refund and may recover the amount of 
the refund as a debt due to the Government in a court of competent jurisdiction.  
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(4) A claim for a refund under this Act is not admissible if the person making the claim has 
failed to— 
(a) file returns in accordance with section 28 or provide any document or information 
required under this Act; or 
(b) make the claim within one year of the payment unless the refund is attributable to an error 
made by the Service. 
 
31A Applicant for refund to have a bank 
 

(1) The Comptroller shall require that any applicant for refund of any duty, charge or fee 
must have a bank account in a commercial trading bank in Fiji. 

(2) The Comptroller shall refrain from refunding any duty, charge or fee directly to 
claimants 

(3) The Comptroller must only pay a refund of overpaid excise duty, fee or other 
charge to a person under this Act to the person’s bank account held at a commercial 
trading bank



 
 

Remission  
 
32.-(1) Subject to this Act, the Comptroller may remit excise duty payable in respect of excisable 
goods if he is satisfied-  
(a) that the goods were by natural causes or unavoidable accident, lost, damaged, or destroyed while 
they were under excise control; or  
(b) that the goods have, with the prior permission of the Comptroller, been destroyed under the 
supervision of the Comptroller while the goods were still under excise control.  
(2) A remission of excise duty under subsection (1) shall not be granted unless the person claiming the 
remission presents to the Comptroller a claim within 1 year of the date when the excise duty would 
otherwise have become due.  
 
No remission, rebate or refund after removal from excise control  
 
33. Where excisable goods have been removed from excise control, a remission, rebate or refund of 
excise duty shall not be allowed in aspect of those goods on account of-  
(a) damage or deterioration; or  
(b) any claim that the weight, measure, volume or value, as determined by the proper officer for the 
purpose of ascertaining the excise duty on the goods, is incorrect,  
unless written notice of the damage, deterioration, or claim was given at or before the time of the 
removal of the goods from excise control.  
 
Minister may prescribe granting of drawback  
 
34. The Minister may from time to time prescribe on which goods a drawback of the whole or any 
part of excise duties paid may be granted and the conditions under which that drawback shall be 
allowed.  
 
Power to allow drawback on locally manufactured goods  
 

35.-(1) This section applies to goods or articles manufactured in Fiji and exported.  

(2) Subject to any prescribed conditions, a drawback of excise duty to the excise duty paid may be 
allowed on the quantity of any goods which has been used in the manufacture of goods to which this 
section applies. 

 


