
 

TALK TAX- CHEWING TOBACCO 

The Fiji Revenue and Customs Service (FRCS) works closely with the Ministry of Health in support 

of Government’s drive to nurture healthy Fijian population, free from the detrimental impact of Non-

Communicable (or lifestyle) Diseases. 

The health risks associated with the consumption or use all forms of tobacco products means that 

these are controlled products. 

FRCS is aware that smokeless tobacco products are gaining in popularity, especially among young 

people. It is estimated that of the approximately 1.3 billion tobacco users in the world, least a quarter 

(356m) use a form of smokeless tobacco products. 

Smokeless tobacco is a global challenge that needs a comprehensive approach to implement 

internationally agreed measures to control all forms of tobacco. As policies and regulations are 

strengthened to regulate the supply of tobacco products, people dealing in the illicit trade of these 

products change their mode of operations. The latest practice involved smuggling chewing tobacco 

into the country, in the guise of readymade garments. 

Interception at Parcel Post 

During a recent Customs inspection, more than twenty kilogrammes of chewing tobacco was 

intercepted at the Parcel Post. The goods were without an import permit and consisted of more than 

a 1000 sachets of Miraj brand chewing tobacco, which was consigned to several individuals. The 

detection was an outcome of continuous monitoring and inspection of suspicious consignments.  

For example, earlier last year, FRCS also detained several cartons of smuggled Chinese liquor and 

cigarettes through risk profiling. The unidentified ingredients and harmful compounds manufactured 

in smuggled cigarette, chewing tobacco, smuggled alcohol or wine threatens the health of users. 

What is chewing tobacco? 

Smokeless tobacco or chewing tobacco refers to tobacco products that are taken orally or inhaled, like 

snuff. These products vary in their composition and their associated health risks. Some of the more 

addictive and lethal products are particularly popular in Asia and Africa. Mostly unregulated, they 

include chewing tobacco brands like Gutkha, Miraj and Pan Paraag. 

How Fiji is addressing tobacco control?  



In an effort to continue fostering a healthy, NCD-free population, regulatory measures have been 

brought in to counter the increasing trend of personal importation of chewing tobacco.  

What is the Regulatory requirement? 

Under the Tobacco Control Decree 2010, Part 5-Restrictions on Sale and Smoking of Tobacco 

Products; Prohibition on Chewing Tobacco, Section 18, (1), states: A person must not sell or distribute, 

or cause or permit to be sold or distributed, or authorise the sale of any product containing chewing tobacco 

or labelled as containing tobacco which is marked as suitable for chewing or for any other oral use.  

Tobacco importation 

Under the Customs (Prohibited Import & Export) Regulation, 1986, Item 16 of Schedule 2, “The 

importation of any product containing chewing tobacco or labeled as containing tobacco which is marked as 

suitable for chewing or for any other oral use shall produce to the Comptroller, a permit to import by the 

Permanent Secretary for Health”. 

What is my Entitlement? 

As a disembarking passenger, under Code 218, the law allows for only 200 grammes of tobacco, 

provided that the goods are not for sale and the goods are accompanied at the time of final 

disembarkation by the passenger, or the goods are purchased by the passenger, immediately after final 

disembarkation in Fiji. For this entitlement, no permit is required. 

Personal importation 

Chewing or smokeless tobacco requires a permit from Ministry of Heath prior to clearance of goods. 

The current duty rate for chewing tobacco is $ 223.97per kg Fiscal duty, while import excise is 15% 

and VAT 9%. 

Revenue leakages 

Revenue leakage and flourishing underground currency from smuggling causes a major impact on the 

community and individuals. Smuggling encourages organised crime and corruption, robs the 

Government of much needed revenue and robs Fijian citizens of the benefits that derive from that 

revenue.  

Current penalties 

The current penalty under Customs Act for not adhering to the legislative requirement is quite 

substantial which includes three (3) times the value of the goods or $25,000.00 or a term of 

imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or both.   

Voluntary Compliance  

Cross-border trade is the engine for economic growth. In order to save costs and time for businesses, 

FRCS encourages all importers to practice voluntary compliance, to facilitate prompt clearance of 

goods with minimum intervention. 

 

In a bid to ensure our borders are safe, FRCS continues to collaborate with other border and law 

enforcement agencies both in Fiji as well as overseas. We are committed to ensuring a safe and 



sustainable environment for our region, our citizens and for economic prosperity. Therefore, 

importing goods for personal use and commercial purposes must always comply with Customs laws 

to ensure smooth facilitation that helps you and our nation to grow. 

For more information, please email your queries to info@frcs.org.fj  
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