
Talk Customs – Vehicle Importation 

FS: Is there any change to the duty rate for importation of new hybrid vehicles 

announced in 2016-2017 Budget? 

A/CEO: No, new hybrid vehicles will remain at free Fiscal duty, free Import Excise and only 

9% VAT will be payable. As part of the government initiative for all Fijians to have 

affordable cars, the duty applicable will be free Fiscal duty and Import Excise and 9% VAT 

payable until 31st December 2016 on all used hybrid and electric motor vehicle.  

FS: Does this include free duty rates for plugin hybrid and electric vehicle? 
A/CEO: Yes, the same will apply to all new and used plugin hybrid and electric vehicle that 
is Fiscal duty will be 0%, Import Excise 0% and 9% VAT.  
 

FS:  So what would be the duty for a hybrid vehicle from 01 January 2016? 

A/CEO: As announced in the 2016 – 2017 budget address duty will be applicable from 1st 

January 2017 on all used full Hybrid Vehicle (with both spark-ignition internal combustion 

reciprocating piston engine and electric motor as motors for propulsion, other than those 

capable of being charged by plugging to external source of electric power) as follows: 

With vehicle cylinder capacity 

1. Not Exceeding 1500 cc - $2,000 per unit Fiscal duty, 15% Import Excise and 9% 

VAT. 

2. Exceeding 1500 cc but not exceeding 2500 cc - $2,500 per unit Fiscal duty, 15% 

Import Excise and 9% VAT. 

3. Exceeding 2500 cc but not exceeding 3000 cc - $3,000 per unit Fiscal duty, 15% 

Import Excise and 9% VAT.  

4. Exceeding 3000 cc - $6,500 per unit Fiscal duty, 15% Import Excise and 9% VAT.. 

 

FS: What is the duty rate for importing new passenger petrol (unleaded) vehicles? 

A/CEO: There will be no change in the duty rate from now till 31 December 2016.  

However, effective 1st January, 2017, there is a reduction in Fiscal duty rate on new 

passenger motor vehicles with a cylinder capacity not exceeding 2500cc from 15% to 5% 

whilst 15% Import Excise duty and 9% VAT will remain as per normal tariff rate.  

 

FS: Will Luxury Vehicle Levy (LVL) be still applicable on importation of new and used 

passenger vehicles? 

A/CEO: Yes, the Luxury Vehicle Levy will remain and will be applicable on all importation 

of passenger motor vehicles with the cylinder capacity exceeding 2500cc but not exceeding 

300cc at a rate of $7,500 per unit. For passenger vehicles with cylinder capacity exceeding 

3000cc at a rate of $20,000 per unit will be applicable.  

 



FS: What is the new duty rates introduced in 2016-2017 budget for new Rough 

Terrain vehicle and new 2&3 seater panel vehicles? 

A/CEO: The Fiscal duty is reduced from 15% to 5% with 0% Import Excise and 9% VAT on 

all new ‘Rough Terrain’ and 2&3 seater panel vehicle with less than 3 tonnes. This was 

added on the Customs Concession 131 on Customs Tariff in 2016-2017 budget 

announcement and these duty rates are effective from 23rd June, 2016.  

 

FS: Other than hybrid vehicles, what is the duty rate for importation of used 

passenger petrol/unleaded motor vehicles as announced in the 2016/2017 Budget? 

A/CEO: Other than hybrid vehicles, the new Fiscal duty rates which came is into effective 

from 23rd June 2016 for all used petrol (unleaded) motor vehicle are as follows: 

1. Exceeding 1000cc but not exceeding 1500 cc -  32% or $7,500 per unit 

whichever is greater; 

2. Exceeding 1500 cc but not exceeding 2500 cc – 32% or $11,500 per unit 

whichever is greater; 

3. Exceeding 2500 cc but not exceeding 3000 cc – 32% or $18,000 per unit 

whichever is greater;  

4. Exceeding 3000 cc – 32% or $23,000 per unit whichever is greater. 

All used motor vehicles will continue to attract 15% Import Excise and 9% VAT. 

FS: Is there any changes to the duty rates for used goods trailers in 2016-2017 

budget? 

A/CEO: Yes, effective 23 June 2016, the duty rates on the goods trailers and boat trailers 

have been reduced in 2016-2017 budget announcement. The Fiscal duty is reduced from 

32% or $6,707 per unit whichever is greater to 15% or $3,000 per unit whichever is 

greater with 0% Import Excise and 9% VAT.  

FS: What procedure should an individual follow to import used vehicles into Fiji? 

A/CEO: The individual needs to apply for an ‘Import Licence’ from FRCA, before the used 

vehicle is loaded on the vessel from country of export. The individual needs to write a 

formal letter of application to the Chief Executive Officer of Fiji Revenue and Customs 

Authority (Attention: Tariff and Trade Section). This application letter should be submitted 

with cancellation or de-registration or export certificate. Where importer find difficulty in 

clearance, they may engage licensed Customs Agent to clear the vehicle from FRCA. 

 

FS: Why is it important to apply for ‘Import License’ prior to loading of the used 

vehicle from the country of export? 

A/CEO: Since there is an age restriction criteria in place for the importation of second hand 

(diesel, unleaded, LPG, CNG, hybrid, electric and solar) vehicles, the importer needs to 

obtain an import licence before loading the vehicle and shipping it to Fiji. This avoids any 



unnecessary delays for clearance from wharf the importer needs to have the licence for 

preparation of Customs entry. The vehicle will not be released from Customs control, if the 

importer does not produce the valid import licence at the time of clearance.  Used diesel 

and petrol vehicles should not be more than 5 years from the year of manufacture and 

should be EURO 4 standardized. Used Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG), Compressed Natural 

Gas (CNG), Electric, Hybrid and Solar vehicles age should not be more than 8 years from the 

year of manufacture and are EURO 4 standardized. 

 
FS: What are the requirements for importing new vehicles into Fiji? 

A/CEO:, The importer needs to provide certification from the manufacturer that the vehicle 

which runs on petrol or unleaded fuel are EURO 4 standardized vehicle. Approved diesel 

fuel vehicles which are not EURO 4 standardized may be imported into Fiji until such 

extended time that the Minister may approve. 


