
 
TAX TALK- FESTIVE SEASON IMPORTS 

 

In Fiji, the major gift-giving holidays are Diwali, Christmas and New Year. Looking beyond 
their religious significance, these holidays include traditions that are important elements of our 

business culture. 
 

A lot of gift exchange takes place during these holidays. With the advancement of technology 
and easier access to internet, people now tend to import gifts and costumes for these traditions 
online. 

 
This week we will look into the procedures of festive season imports as well as the duties and 

taxes that one will have to pay for these imports. 
 

Importation of goods 
When importing goods during this festive season, individuals are to ensure that the product they 

import is not a prohibited or restricted good. There are certain goods that require import license 
or certificate to import and have to meet certain criteria before being allowed into Fiji. These 

include mobile phones, refrigerators and medication to name a few.  
 

If you are unsure whether a product is prohibited, you can contact the nearest Fiji Revenue and 
Customs Service (FRCS) office or you may contact Biosecurity Authority of Fiji office (BAF) 
for food materials, plant and plant materials. For goods that arrive into Fiji via parcel post, the 

Post Office will notify you if the goods are required for Customs inspection. 
 

Requirements to clear goods 
 
When clearing the imported goods from the shipping agent, you will need to present your Joint 
ID Card which will have your Tax Identification Number. Many times we have had frustrated 

individuals having to return to the FRCS office to get their TIN letter. It is advisable that 
whenever you have to clear your goods, please ensure that you bring your Joint ID Card with 

you.  
 

Assessing Customs Duty without invoices 
In cases where no invoice is provided our Customs Officers will assess and make a necessary 

valuation for duty under GATT valuation (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade). Customs 
duty is determined on the assessable value of items for which the duty is levied or specific rate 



provided in the Customs Tariff.  
 

Allowance on gifts sent through parcel post 
An individual has a concessionary allowance to clear imported good(s) via Airfreight to a value 

not exceeding FJD $400.00 with no duty charged. An individual is eligible for duty free 
clearance on the importation of goods (except liquor and tobacco) to the value not exceeding 

FJD $400.00 provided: - 
 

1. that the goods are cleared through parcel post or airfreight stations;  

 
2. that the goods are for his/her personal use; and  

 
3. that the goods are not for sale or used for commercial purposes.  

 
However, where the value of the goods exceeds FJD $400, duty shall be charged on the total 
value of the goods. The duty rates applicable will depend on the description of the imported 

goods.  

Allowance on donation of garments to a charitable organization in Fiji 
 

Goods as approved by the FRCS consigned to a registered charitable or registered religious 
organization in Fiji is eligible for duty concession under Code 215 to Part 3 of the Customs 
Tariff. Second hand clothing, shoes, linen, beddings, pillows, blankets etc., basic food items, 

medical goods, and goods for education purposes are considered under this provision.  
 

These goods should be for free distribution to the poor and needy and not for re-sale purposes.  
 

Compliance issues in regards to importation 
There are several issues that we encounter regarding compliance. Most common ones are 

importing Prohibited goods, classifying the goods incorrectly, understating the quantity, 
undervaluation of the value of goods and Incorrect declaration of description of the good 

imported. 
 

Members of the public are reminded once again that making a false declaration and providing 

falsified documents attracts a hefty penalty amounting to $25,000.00 or upto 10 years of 

imprisonment or both. 


