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FIJI DETECTOR DOGS 

 
Police Commissioner Brigadier-General Sitiveni Qiliho, Chief Executive of the Fiji 

Revenue and Customs Authority (FRCA) Mr. Visvanath Das, General Manager Border 
Operations of New Zealand Customs Anne-Marie Taggert, Manager International 

Strategy of NZ Police Inspector Cameron Sigley and New Zealand High Commissioner 
Mark Ramsden today officially opened the new kennels for detector dogs at Nadi 

International Airport. 
  
The kennels will house four fully trained detector dogs donated by the New Zealand 

Government. The dogs and their handlers (from Fiji Police and FRCA) were trained in 
New Zealand in 2015. 

  
This project, a joint initiative involving Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority, Fiji Police 

Force, New Zealand Police and New Zealand Customs, and funded by the New Zealand 
Pacific Security Fund, will strengthen Fiji’s border security by increasing detection and 
seizures of prohibited goods including illicit drugs and currency. 

  
New Zealand High Commissioner to Fiji Mr. Mark Ramsden while officiating the 

opening highlighted that New Zealand is pleased to support this project which will not 
only strengthen Fiji’s border security, but will also help fight transnational crime across 

the Pacific. As a close neighbour to Fiji, New Zealand is committed to continuing work 
with the Fiji Police and Customs Authority to address the security risks to the region 
brought by transnational crime. 

 
Following the opening, Fiji can now boast to have some of the most highly trained detector 

dogs at our borders to fight organized crimes in Fiji. 
 

The Detector Dog Unit is based at the Nadi International Airport and this will also be the 
first time FRCA will have a dedicated detector dog capability unit who until now relied 
on Police detector dogs at our borders. 

 
“The Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority has been working with its counterpart in New 

Zealand to establish a detector dog programme in Fiji, which is considered a transport and 
travel hub in the South Pacific”, Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority Chief Executive 

Officer Mr. Visvanath Das said. 
 
“These Detector Dogs will help the Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority and police to 

strengthen border security and counter organized criminal groups using Fiji as a transit 
point for moving illicit goods to New Zealand and Australia”. 
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“It’s a good example of the collaboration between agencies in both New Zealand and Fiji 
working together with the common goal to stem the flow of illicit drugs”, Mr. Das stressed. 

 
“We had our Custom Officers handling the dogs getting trained as part of a three-year 

project which will see NZ advisors working alongside Fiji Customs and police to get the 
dogs settled in to operations”. 

 
“This project has a focus on long-term capability and we look forward to building the 
relationship to ensure that we all play our part in combating cross-border organized crime 

in the region and the trade in illicit drugs”. 
 

“In order to consider the Fijian Customs Administration as a modernized, effective and 
modern institution, it is important to apply the best practices of control mechanisms that 

are worldwide recognized”, Mr. Das stressed.  
 
Police Commissioner Brigadier General Sitiveni Qiliho acknowledged the assistance of 

the New Zealand High Commission, New Zealand Police, New Zealand Customs and the 
Pacific Security Fund for enabling the project to come to fruition. 

 
“The Fiji Police Force being the institution tasked with maintaining the safety and security 

of every Fijian and visitors to our shores is excited by today’s event and looks forward to 
the operational outputs of this project”. 
 

“Considering the large volume of movement at our borders  enhancing our detector dogs 
capabilities we enable us to  send a strong message that our borders will be impenetrable 

and by strengthening it not only enhances the security of our nation but neighbouring 
countries as well”. 

 
With the criminal landscape evolving at a rapid pace, the Commissioner of Police also 
acknowledged the vision of the Detector Dog Project Steering Group in addressing the 

working partnership’s longevity. 
 

“It is encouraging to hear that the future of this project has been discussed which 
guarantees further enhancement of the detector dog capabilities for both the Fiji Police 

Force and FRCA because we must be proactive and anticipate the fact that criminal 
elements will find more innovative ways of beating the current screening processes”. 
 

A second phase of the project will see four dogs brought to Suva for the same purposes. 
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For queries please contact the FRCA Public Relations Officer Salvin Deo on 9296356 or Fiji Police 
Media Liaison Officer Ana Naisoro on 9905999. 

 
 


