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PRICE SURVEILLANCE TASKFORCE 
 

The Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority will now work with the Consumer 
Council of Fiji and the Fiji Commerce Commission to clamp down on traders who 
are not passing the reduction in duties and VAT to consumers. 
 
A joint taskforce meeting between the FRCA Acting CEO Mr. Visvanath Das, 
Consumer Council CEO Ms. Premila Kumar and the Commerce Commission CEO 
Mr. Bobby Maharaj took place this morning. 
 
Representatives from the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism were also part of the meeting. 
 
Consumer Council of Fiji will monitor price change, conduct preliminary 
investigations and will report anomalies to the Fiji Commerce Commission and 
the Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority. 
 
“Infringement notices and spot fines will now be issued by FRCA to traders who 
deliberately increase prices even though taxes on these items decrease.  
Following the infringement notice, the trader will be subjected to a 
comprehensive Audit which will have its own repercussion”, FRCA Acting CEO 
Mr. Visvanath Das said. 
 
“Repeat offenders will also be prosecuted”. 
 
“Following the 2016 National Budget announcement, we will appoint  VAT 
Monitors who will see that reduction in  VAT is passed on to consumers. It has 
been noted in the past that traders actually do not pass Duty reductions to 
consumers. In fact in some cases the prices actually go up contrary to duty 
reduction”, Consumer Council of Fiji CEO Ms. Premila Kumar said. 
 
“Major industries that have come under Council’s radar in the past are ICT, Car 
dealers, Spare parts and duty free sectors”. 
 
Fiji Commerce Commission CEO Mr. Bobby Maharaj also shared similar 

sentiments. “We will work closely with FRCA on extracting information in 



relation to bill of landing for goods arriving into the country to determine the 

cost of landing and the mark-ups charged by traders”, Mr. Maharaj stressed. 

 

A Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) will be drafted and agreed upon by the 

three entities. 

 

The taskforce is urging all Fijians to report any cases where they find that the 

price reductions were not passed on to them. Consumers should immediately 

inform the Consumer Council of Fiji, which has received funding from the 

Government to help them monitor and report such offences. 

 

Consumers are urged to retain their receipts and other evidences to support 

their claims that the price has not changed upon VAT and Duty reductions. 
 

For queries please contact the Public Relations Department on 3243031/ 9296356 

 
ENDS 

 

 


