
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

VAT ON PRESCRIBED AND REPEAT MEDICINES  
 

Clarifications are made on the Zero Rated VAT claims made by Pharmacy Industry on medicines 
dispensed based on prescriptions, labels, repeats and non-prescriptions. 
 

Pharmacists are advised that there should not be any Value Added Tax (VAT) charged on 
Prescribed Medicines as they are zero rated.  

Additional supplies of medicines or “repeat medicines” (authorized by a prescriber) for chronic 
illnesses such as diabetes, asthma or high blood pressure should not be charged VAT as they are 
also zero rated. 

Process for Medical Practitioners and Registered Dentists 

1. Prescribers must clearly state their name or registration number on the prescriptions 
provided to Patients. 

2. Prescribers must clearly state on the prescriptions which medicines which will be “Repeat 
medications”. 

3. The prescription should also state the duration of the repeat  

Process for Pharmacists 

1. Medicines issued under prescriptions by a medical practitioner or registered dentist, and 
medicines issued over “Repeat labels” shall be zero rated. 

2. Any medicines without prescriptions shall be subject to 15% VAT.  
3. Labels provided to patients/customers shall include the following: 

(i) Doctors name. 
(ii) Date of issue and number of repeat. 
(iii) Name of pharmacy and address and contact details 
(iv) Full name of Patient/Customer. 

4. Labels produced to pharmacists without this information will NOT qualify as zero rated and 
shall be charged with 15% VAT. 

5. Pharmacists must follow the processes agreed between FRCA and the Fiji Pharmaceutical 
Society on repeat medicines. 

Medical Practitioners, Dentists and Pharmacists are also reminded that it is a requirement under 
Section 34 (1) (b) of the Tax Administration Decree that every taxpayer shall be required to retain 
all records in English for a period of not less than seven (7) years after the end of the tax period to 
which they relate. 

Please contact FRCA if you have been charged VAT at the rate of 15% for medicines and repeats 
prescribed by a medical practitioner or registered dentist.  

For any further information, please contact any FRCA office. 
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