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Fiji hosts regional heads 

 
Fiji and the regional countries rely on training and capacity building activities to 
fight criminal activities at our borders. 
 
This was the comment of Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority Chief Executive 
Officer, Mr Jitoko Tikolevu while opening the 11th Heads of Asia Pacific World 
Customs Organization (WCO) Regional Training Centers (RTC) Meeting at the 
Holiday Inn today. 
 
“As you know, we only opened the first ever Regional Training Center for the Pacific 

at our premises last year,” Mr Tikolevu said. 

“Being part of such meetings is important for us in the Pacific Region considering 

our vulnerability to transnational crimes. 

“We rely on trainings and capacity building activities to ensure that we are on par 

with the evolving technologies and more importantly the ever sophisticated world 

of crime. 

“Being a developing nation, Fiji and the rest of the Pacific countries need the support 

of their partners to better protect their borders.” 

Mr Tikolevu urged the participants to maximize on the opportunity to share 

information and knowledge. 

“Let us share our knowledge to ensure a safer world for our citizens and the Asia 

Pacific region.  

“We may differ in colour, races, religion or culture, but we are united in the quest to 

secure our nations and helping our economies grow. 

“We are the first line of defence against criminals, let us join hands and heads and be 

more effective. 



“As the adage goes, united we stand, divided we fall,” Mr Tikolevu said. 

The meeting ends tomorrow. Fiji has the only WCO accredited Regional Training 

Center in the Pacific region, which was opened last year by the Prime Minister and 

Minister of Finance, Commodore Voreqe Bainimarama. The center is located at the 

Revenue and Customs Complex in Suva. 

Mr Tikolevu also announced that Fiji will complete construction of the RTC 

accommodation for trainees and facilitators in 2014. 

Participants of the meeting were from India, China, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Fiji. 

Also, attending were representatives of the World Customs Organization. 
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