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The abuse of illicit drugs is a global phenomenon and affects almost every country, 

although its characteristics and extent may differ from region to region. 

The Fiji Revenue and Customs Authority Chief Executive, Mr Jitoko Tikolevu made the 

comment while opening a drug awareness seminar organised by New Zealand Customs 

in Suva today. 

Mr Tikolevu said drug trafficking was of interest to transnational organised crime 

groups as drugs generated more profits than any other form of trafficking. 

“Placing a value on illicit markets is difficult, but the estimates generated by specialist 

organisations show that the drugs trade is greater in value than most other criminal 

commodities,” Mr Tikolevu said. 

“In the 2011 World Drug Report, the UNODC valued the world narcotics trade at some 

US$720 billion 

“The environment in the Pacific Island countries is conducive to the activities of high 

threat transnational crime groups that are present in this region. 

Whilst drug detection statistics in the Pacific are on the rise, Mr Tikolevu said the true 

level of criminal activity and subsequent threats in the region cannot be definitively 

determined. 

But, he said, there was evidence that the region was being used for the production, 

storage and trans-shipment of illicit drugs. 

“First, the region is being used as a transit route between Asia and Central and South 

America,” Mr Tikolevu said. 

“The “clean” reputation previously attached to most countries in the region enhances 

their attractiveness as transit points. Most countries in the region are also expanding 

their transportation links to Asia and the Americas thus providing a richer schedule of 

transport options for drug running operations.   
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“Second, the trans-shipment of drugs such as cocaine, heroin and amphetamine type 

substances (ATS) through the Forum Island Countries [FICs] to Australia, New Zealand 

and North America has been identified by the Forum’s Police advisers as a significant 

criminal threat to the region.  

“The recent Drug Incident in Tonga with a street Value of US $200 Million is a classic 

example. 

“Third, there is ample evidence that organised criminal groups are trying to develop 

large-scale methamphetamine production facilities (clandestine laboratories) within 

the region on the model of the large facility discovered in Suva in 2004.” 

Mr Tikolevu said like most countries in the region, capacity building was a great need 

for FRCA and he was thankful to the assistance provided by NZ Customs. 

“Through its real and perceived impacts, transnational crime is increasingly being 

viewed by the international community as posing a significant threat to national and 

international stability. 

“Criminal Enterprise can share many of the features of a regular business and one of 

those is drive for profits, targeting those profits is key,” Mr Tikolevu said. 

NZ Customs also donated drug detection kits to FRCA and the Fiji Police Force. 
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