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The geographical location of the Pacific Islands has made them a target either as transit 

points or as source markets for drug traffickers, NZ Customs’ Andrew Walker said 

yesterday. 

A speaker at a Drug Awareness Seminar organised for Fiji Revenue and Customs 

Authority and its stakeholders, Mr Walker revealed the growing challenges of the fight 

against drugs within the region. 

He said customs officers needed to be vigilant, knowledgeable and have the necessary 

equipment to detect drug trafficking.  

And it was also vital to work together as a region, sharing information, which had led to 

drug seizures in the past. 

Mr Walker said there was evidence of huge amounts of drugs being trafficked within the 

region because of the geographical location as well as its good transport links either by 

sea or air. 

He said the drug laboratory, which was found in Fiji in 2004 was one of the largest in 

the world producing at least 500 kilograms of methphetamine in a week but had the 

capacity to produce up to 1.3 tonnes. 

With countries tightening their border security, drug trafficking, he said had also 

become more creative as they tried to smuggle drugs across borders. 

In New Zealand, he said, people had tried to smuggle drugs from Fiji by hiding them in 

packages of kava. In Samoa, attempts were made to conceal drugs by hiding them in tins 

of tomatoes. In Papua New Guinea, drugs destined for the country were hidden in 

machines. 

Mr Walker said tablets of cocaine had also washed up on beaches in Vanuatu, Samoa, 

Kiribati, French Polynesia and Marshall Islands. 

This, he said, signified the extent of drug trafficking within the region. 
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The seminar was organised following a request from customs officials in Fiji, Papua 

New Guinea and Tonga. 
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